Lorain Growth Corporation / Breakfast Meeting Notes
Denny’s Restaurant - February 5, 2010

Meeting opened by President Long at 8:05am. There were 17 present.
Chris Knipper was the featured speaker of the meeting.  His topic was inbound marketing, which consists of Blogs, Social Medias, and Search Engine Optimization.

This is contrasted with the older type of outbound marketing where the marketing message is “pushed out” in media such as advertising and mass marketing.  These efforts are expensive and hard to measure.  

The newer, inbound marketing is about building relationships and individual leads which is easier to measure and less expensive than outbound marketing.
Pat Morrisson, representing the Tourism Council, spoke about performing a survey “What would make Lorain a top tourist destination?”  She also mentioned that the Tourism Council would offer hospitality training for people working with tourists.

Mike Kennedy brought up the idea of having “Business after Hours” get-togethers for local merchants and businesses for fellowship and to include local business people who are unable to make our breakfast meetings.  
Jim Long and Joel Arrendondo discussed the Community Development Department and possibly rehabilitating buildings that are in poor condition.  


The city has a responsibility to enforce zoning codes and has not done so.

There is a problem with the homeless in the downtown area.

Community Development has money for building rehab work, but only in a loan fund, which is not being put to use.

Pat Morrisson mentioned that the city has no hotel and how important it is to tourism. 

Bobbi Reinhart noted that the “Welcome to Lorain” sign on Baumhart Road is in a very poor and dilapidated location and does not make a good impression.

Bessie Nelson, representing the Downtown Lorain Christmas Decorating Council, reported that they had a Steak Fry Fundraiser in 2009 and will do so again in 2010.  Date is to be determined.

Brian Goldthorpe, representing the Metroparks reported that the Rose Café is closed for renovations until April 1.  A beach party and Dr. Seuss celebration are scheduled for later in the spring.
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